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Valuation

This is the process of attaching value to 
different benefits and dis-benefits resulting 
from potential decisions. A benefit is 
something positive that originates from the 
decision. A dis-benefit is something 
negative. 

Sometimes we can use this approach to 
contribute to mitigation planning and 
calculating credits for good actions.



Valuation

What are the impacts (positive and 
negative) of the decisions?
How do we quantify the impacts?
How do we value the impacts relative to 
each other?
How do we use the values to optimize 
decisions?
How do we use values to help inform avoid, 
minimize and compensatory mitigation?



TRB Process Steps
1. Collaborative partnerships

Planning region, partners, stakeholders, MOU building
2. Characterize natural conditions

Spatial data, endangered species, data sharing, conservation prioritization
3. Regional ecosystem framework

Combined conservation and transportation planning
4. Quantify land-use and transportation impacts

Cumulative effects assessment, location and extent of impacts
5. Establish ecological-stewardship actions

Select stewardship actions that have the least impact and avoid need for impact-compensatory mitigation as much as possible
6. Develop crediting strategy

Valuation of affected ecosystem attributes and services, develop system for comparison of transportation and ecological benefits
7. Develop permitting strategy

Adaptive management approach to permit and performance measurement
8. Implement agreements, conservation, transportation

Describe implementation of package consistent with stewardship principles
9. Update regional ecosystem framework



Finding the 
value of 
wetlands?

Turner et al., 2000
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Step 6a



Measure impacts
Step 6c

Step 6b



Use to assist decision-making

Step 6f



Valuation

Share what you think the impacts could 
be from different scenarios for the 
corridor.
Help us measure/quantify the impacts.
Give us your ideas about sources of data 
for the impacts.
Suggest the main considerations that 
would affect your opinion about the 
corridor’s future.
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